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hsia (the gorge near Hsi-ning).1 However, his notes on the
people, their manners and customs, are, invaluable, and,
while many of his explanations of terms and habits are
not exact, they are the very ones generally received by the
people of the country to which they relate. Altogether
his work cannot be too highly praised, and if it had been
properly edited and accompanied by explanatory notes,
accusations such as Colonel Prjevalsky has made against
him could never have found acceptance with the public.
The South Koko-nor range forms the water-shed be-
tween the valleys of the Buha gol and Dulan gol, on
which is Dulan-kuo, the capital (a very great name for
a very little place, but I find none better) of the Mongol
Prince of the Koko-nor (CMng-hai Wang) The moun-
tains in this part of the range are called Dagar te-chen;
they are about fifteen hundred feet high, and on their
southern flank are covered in many places with stunted
cedar and juniper trees. Although the ascent was gradual
and the ground free from stones; two of the camels gave
out on the way and caused us such delay that we were
three days in reaching Dulan-kuo, some twenty-five miles
distant. The top of the pass over the range is marked
by a huge pile of stones, from amidst which protrudes
a quantity of brushwood with rags of every size and
description hanging from it. Such monuments are
called in both Mongol and Chinese obo? and they are
formed in the course of years by travelers who throw
3 See p. 50.   I am glad to find the    wherever I have been able to test
following in Colonel Mark Bell's " The    them, I desire to pay tribute."
Great Central Asia Trade   Boute,"       %0bo is   a   Mongolized   Tibetan
Proe.Boy.aeog.Soc.,XII, 69. "Prje-    word, do long, "pile of stones/' or
valsky has, I think, too hastily thrown    do bum, " ten myriad stones."   They
discredit on the works of this talented    are found  all  over  Mongolia  and
Jesuit [Lazarist], to the pertinency of    Tibet.   In many countries shepherds
whose remarks, and to the accuracy    put up small ones as guides to take
of whose observations, whenever and    their flocks to water, or to go to camp.